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Welcome to Conversational Spanish 

Who is Conversational Spanish for 7 

Any home computer owner of 14 or over (and it 
doesn’t matter how much over) who wants to begin 
learning Spanish from scratch. You may want to 
learn Spanish because you’re going to travel in 
Spanish-speaking countries, or you may just want 
to learn a foreign language in a very new and 
exciting way. 

What sort of Spanish will I learn 7 

Spanish spoken on the Latin American continent, 
particularly in Mexico. The Spanish you will learn 
in this course is modern, everyday Spanish - the 
language you will need to cope simply but 
effectively with everyday situations when you’re 
traveling in Spanish-speaking countries or meeting 
Spanish speakers. 


What level will it take me to 7 

This is a first step in Spanish. You will reach a 
level where you’re beginning to understand, speak, 
read and write the kind of Spanish you need in 
everyday situations. 

What does the course consist of ? 

• Five cassettes containing the computer 
programs and audio material. 

• This COURSE BOOK. 

The cassettes 

The cassettes contain the computer program which 
is the central core of Conversational Spanish. 

The computer is your tutor and your guide - it 
presents the new language you are going to learn 
in each unit and it gives you practice and guidance 
with understanding, reading, listening and 
speaking. Each computer cassette contains two 
units - one on each side of the cassette, and each 


unit is divided into two or three ‘learning phases’ 
or sections. 

The book 

The book is your reference manual for use after 
each learning phase on the computer. Each unit in 
the book contains: 

• Study (language notes). 

• Practice (writing exercises). 

• Activities (reading and writing assignments). 
There is also a grammar summary and a 
vocabulary list. 

How long will it take 7 

We all learn at different speeds. The ability to 
acquire new skills varies greatly from person to 
person. You will need to play and replay the 
programs on the cassettes until you are fully 
satisfied that you have mastered each unit. 

What actually happens on the computer 7 

Many different techniques which exploit computer 
technology are used. 

• Some techniques are quite simple and essential 
for language-study. For example, every unit 
contains sections where you just listen, or listen 
and repeat so you learn to understand. 

• Most practice sessions will require you to make 
choices and decisions and the computer will let 
you know whether you’re right or wrong. 

Your study routine 

1 Load the cassette. See ‘How to use the 
computer’. 

2 Start the program. At the beginning of each 
unit, a list of learning aims appears on the 
screen. Think carefully about them so that you 
know clearly what you are setting out to achieve. 

3 Work through a learning phase carefully, 
following each instruction on the computer. 

Each learning phase is broken up into different 
activities, such as look and listen, think and 
choose, etc. Most of the exercises include 
synchronised audio to train you to understand 
and speak, but some of them require you to 
work silently on the screen. 

4 Turn to your book at the end of each learning 
phase. Study the language notes that refer to the 
phase you have just completed. Then do the 
written exercises. If you want even more detailed 


information on the language you have been 
studying, look at the grammar summary at the 
end of the book. You will also find there the 
answers to the exercises and a vocabulary list. 

• You will see words and graphics on the screen 
and will be constantly invited to participate in 
whatever is going on. 

• The computer controls the sound track, turning 
it on and off where necessary. If you want to run 
through a unit again, you have to rewind the 
cassette and load it again. 

• There are frequent ‘thinking sequences’, where 
what you have learned comes on the screen 
without audio accompaniment and you can keep 
it there for as long as you like until you feel 
confident enough to go on to the next section. 

How do I study 7 

• Little and often is the key to success. Set aside 
30 to 60 minutes a day when you know you can 
concentrate and won’t be disturbed. 

• Don’t try to go too fast. Organize your work to 
suit your own learning pace. If necessary, work 
through a unit two or three times until you feel 
confident that you’ve got it. Only go on to a new 
step when you have completely mastered the 
step that precedes it. 

• Keep a notebook to write the practice exercises 
in, and to record new words and phrases. 

What makes this system so special 7 

• With ordinary self-study systems you really are 
on your own. With Conversational Spanish you 
have a tutor who interacts with you and is 
constantly encouraging you, showing you where 
you’re going wrong, and helping you put your 
mistakes right. You are not alone! 

• The computer’s ability to respond provides you 
with a real challenge so that learning is not a 
dreary chore but real fun! 

• Your course of study is based on the very latest 
research into language learning, taking into 
account what you want to do in a foreign 
language, not just what you need to know. So 
you will be developing the skills of 
understanding, speaking, reading and writing in 
a highly realistic way! 


How to use the computer 


The atari manual is the best guide to the 
operation of your home computer. The following 
notes give you a simple step-by-step guide on how 
to use the Conversational Spanish course with 
your home computer. 

1 Insert the basic cartridge into the atari 400 or 
atari 800 computer (left cartridge slot on atari 
800 systems). 

2 Press ROWER switch on the computer console 
on. 


3 Insert the Conversational Spanish tape into 
the atari 410 Program Recorder. If necessary, 
rewind the tape to the beginning. 


Push 


on the Program Recorder. 


Type the word cload using the computer 
keyboard. If you make a mistake, press 

button and type the word cload again. 


6 Press the REFORM key twice. The program will 
now load into the computer. After three or four 
minutes, the word ready will appear on the 
screen. During this loading phase, the TV 
volume may be adjusted so you avoid hearing 
the sound of the program loading. If an error 
message appears on the screen, consult the 
ATARI handbook, press SYSTEM RESET and 
return to step 3 above. 


With the word ready on the screen, (the cassette 
player still has the U&&Y- button depressed), type 
the word RUN and press the RBTURM button. 

If you make a mistake, press SYSTEM RESET, 
type run and press the EETORM button again. 


8 At the end of a learning phase, when you are 
ready to go on, press the 'RFFURM button to 
load the next phase. At the end of a unit, an 
assessment of your performance will appear on 
the screen with the instruction to press the 
MM button to end the entire unit. 


9 To load a new unit, return to 1 above if the 
atari computer has been switched off. 
Otherwise, return to paragraph 3 above. 

10 You will need to use the computer keyboard to 
respond to multiple option questions. To 
choose an answer, type the numbers or letters 
as required in the exercises. 


Speaking Spanish 

- a note about pronunciation 

You’ll be hearing and speaking Spanish right 
through this course. Listen carefully to the Latin 
Americans on the tape and copy them, so you have 
a good accent right from the start. 

Listen for these sounds in the first unit: 

• a e i o u 

Keep your mouth open wide dias gusto Lopez 
Good vowel sounds are the key to good speaking! 

• r 

Flip the tip of your tongue behind your top 
teeth: 

Fernandez Carmen perdon norteamericano 

Practice: 

Fer Car per nor mer 

• y and 11 

Say ‘y’: yo soy llamo 

• s, z and c (+ e or + i) 

Hiss, don’t Zzz! Luis Fernandez ciudad 

• d (at the end of a word) 

Say ‘th’ in ‘the’ as softly as you can: usted 

• x, j and g( + e or + i) 

Say a strong ‘h’: Mexico garaje argentino 

• qu 

Say ‘k’: que 

• h 

Don’t make a sound! hotel 

• n 

Say ‘ny’: serior 

The written accent' shows where you should stress 
the word: dias perdon 











/ About you 


STUDY 


PRACTICE 


Phase one 

Buenos dias = ‘Hello’, ‘Good morning’, or ‘Good 
afternoon’. 

Mucho gusto =‘Pleased to meet you’. Spanish 
speakers shake hands and say this when meeting 
someone for the first time. 

Perdon = ‘Excuse me’ (to attract attention or to 
say you’re sorry). Don’t use it for ‘I didn’t hear 
what you said’. 

Grammar (see also page 22) 

Yo soy Luis Fernandez 

statements Soy = ‘I am’. You can use yo (‘I’) in 
front of soy for emphasis, 
c Usted es Chris Best? 

questions You can say either dUsted es . . .? or 
i Es usted . . . ? for ‘Are you . . . ?’ Note the 
upside-dowh d. 

Si, soy Chris Best. No, no soy Chris Best. 
answers Si and No on their own can sound 
abrupt. Try to give full answers as above. 
negatives no = ‘No’ or ‘not’. Use no in front of 
soy: no soy Chris Best = ‘I’m not Chris Best.’ 

Phase two 

names When referring to senior citizens, you can 

use don: don Pedro (man) or dona: dona 
Carmen (woman). 

surnames In formal situations, Spanish speakers 
use father’s and mother’s last names: Luis Chavez 
Molina. But you address them by the father’s last 
name: Senor Chavez. Married women can use 
their father’s last name + de + husband’s last name: 
Carmen Lopez de Chavez, and are addressed by 
either last name: Senora Lopez/Senora Chavez. 
place names Well-known place names have 
Spanish versions: Nueva York, Londres, Tejas. 


Check your answers on page 25. 
1 Write full answers. 


Example: Yon see iUsted es Pat Wilson? (Si 
You write Si, soy Pat Wilson. 

You see i Usted es Pat 

Wilson? (No/Chris Best) 
You write No, soy Chris Best. 


a d Usted es Pat Wilson? (Si) 
b d Usted es Pat Wilson? (No/Chris Best) 
c dUsted es Carmen Lopez? (No/Gloria 
Velasquez) 

d dUsted es Luis Fernandez? (Si) 
e dUsted es Carmen Lopez? (Si) 

2 Write questions. 

Example: You see Si, soy Pat Wilson. 

You write i Usted es Pat Wilson? 

Remember the upside-down d in front of Usted. 


a.? Si, soy Pat Wilson. 

b.? No, no soy Carmen Lopez. 

c.? No, no soy Luis Fernandez. 

d.? Si, soy Mark Roberts. 

e.? No, no soy Chris Best. 


3 Match the suitable nationality with the name. 


Example: You see Yo soy Carmen Lopez. 

You write e Usted es mexicana? 
Note that the nationalities don’t have capitals. 


a Yo soy Carmen Lopez, 
b Yo soy Frank Harris, 
c Yo soy Linda Roberts, 
d Yo soy Luis Fernandez 


norteamericano 

inglesa 

argentino 

mexicana 


Grammar (see also page 21) 


4 Match the cities with the nationalities. 


norteamericano norteamericana 

(Yo) soy argentino argentina 

mexicano mexicana 


nationality Most nationality words end in -o for 
males, -a for females. Exceptions: ingles/inglesa, 
espaiiol/espanola, canadiense/canadiense. 
origin Note here de = ‘from’: Yo soy de Wisconsin. 


Example: You see Yo soy norteamericano. 

You write iUsted es de Nueva York? 


a Yo soy norteamericano. 
b Yo soy mexicano. 
c Yo soy espanola. 
d Yo soy canadiense. 
e Yo soy argentina. 


Madrid 

Montreal 

Buenos Aires 

la Ciudad de Mexico 

Nueva York 


1 







ACTIVITIES 


Check your answers on page 25. 


1 You’ve just received a letter from Mexico with a snapshot of the family: 



Dolores oldest child 

Julio Dolores’ brother 

Roberto youngest boy 

Anita baby of the family 

2 Write the nationalities and places of origin for 
people from the labelled places. 

Examples: 

a Soy de Nueva York. Soy 
norteamericano/norteamericana. 
e Soy de la Habana. Soy cubano / cubana. 
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2 Yourself and others 


STUDY 


PRACTICE 


Phase one 

Sr. (senor), Sra. (senora) and Srta. (senorita) 
are often used without the last name: Buenos 
dias, senor. 

Estoy bien (gracias) = ‘I’m fine (thanks)’. You can 
also just say Bien or Muy bien. Spanish speakers 
don’t use gracias as often as English speakers use 
‘Thanks’. 

i Muy bien! can also mean ‘Very good!’ 
iY usted? = ‘And you?’ ‘What about you?’ 

Grammar (see also page 22) 

WHO YOU ARE HOW YOU ARE 

(Yo) soy Chris Best. Estoy bien. 

dUsted es de Wisconsin? dComo esta (usted)? 

There are two ways of saying ‘I am’ in Spanish: 
Soy/Estoy. Use soy to say who you are and estoy 
to say how you are. 

There are also two versions of ‘You are’ in 
Spanish: (Usted) es/esta. They are used in the 
same way as soy/estoy. Use usted if you want to 
be polite, but you don’t have to go on repeating it. 

Phase two 

Grammar (see also pages 21 and 22) 


d Usted es de Wisconsin? dComo esta (usted)? 


Mi padre 
Mi madre 


es canadiense. 


Mi padre 
Mi madre 


esta bien. 


es/esta=‘you are’ and also ‘he is’ or ‘she is’. 


el 

mi 

su 


esposo 

hermano 

hijo 

padre 


la 

mi 

su 


esposa 

hermana 

hija 

madre 


family words Note that these usually end in -o 
for males and -a for females. 
el/la = ‘the’ (male/female): el esposo/la esposa. 
Mi (‘my’) and su (‘your’, ‘his’, ‘her’) don’t change. 


Check your answers on page 25. 

1 Write questions, using the correct title: 

senor/senora/senorita. 

Example: You see Yo soy Pedro Gonzalez. 
You write cComo esta usted, 
senor? 

Note the clue in brackets - it tells you if the 
woman is older or younger. Don’t forget d 

a Yo soy Pedro Gonzalez, 
b Yo soy Dolores Gonzalez, (esposa) 
c Yo soy Ana Gonzalez, (hija) 

4 Yo soy Pepita Gonzalez, (madre) 
e Yo soy Juan Gonzalez. 

2 Fill in the blanks of the conversation with estoy or 
esta. 

Example: i Como esta usted? 

- Buenos dias, senor, dComo_usted? 

- _bien, gracias. Y usted dcomo_? 

- _muy bien. dComo_su hijo? 

3 Match the answers with the questions. 

a d Como esta usted? Si, esta muy bien. 

b d Usted es norteamericano? Bien, gracias. 
c d Usted es Luis Mendoza? No, soy canadiense. 
d d Su padre esta bien? No, yo soy Juan. 

4 Make questions. 

Example: You see Luisa es mi esposa. 

You write Ah, ecomo esta su 
esposa? 

a Luisa es mi esposa. 
b Juan es mi hijo. 
c Maria es mi hermana. 
d Carlos es mi padre, 
e Pepita es mi hija. 

5 Fill in the blanks with soy, estoy, es or esta. 

- Buenos dias. dUsted_Luis Fernandez? 

- No,_Juan Fernandez. Luis Fernandez 

_mi padre. 

- Yo_Chris Best. dComo_usted? 

- Ah, Sr. Best, mucho gusto. dComo_? 

- _bien, gracias. 
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ACTIVITIES 


2 


Check your answers on page 25. 

1 You need to address people correctly when writing letters. There 
are many versions of ‘Dear . . and ‘Sincerely yours . . in 
Spanish, depending on how well you know the person you’re 
writing to. Here are some examples: 


a Beginning a letter to a friend: 
male 


(/2u£7'/tVc> 'J-uan 

female 

-------— 





and ending the letter: 


b Beginning a letter to a much older person whom you know quite well: 
male 




female 


tbn. f 


S2rs///r)Ada-> dorux. Caf/rt € n f 


and ending the letter: 



c Beginning a letter to someone you don’t know very well: 
male 


~~ '■ • 

female 

H 

(Sr r . (paruA- j 


(Srfc) (y&TUA, 


and ending the letter: 



Write a letter to Juan Gomez. You’ve never met 
him before, 
a Begin the letter. 

b Give your name, nationality and town, 
c End the letter. 


Puzzle: use the missing 
words to find out who Chris 
is looking for! 


1 .dias. iUsted 2 . . 

la 3 .Alea? 

Yo 4 ... . Chris Best. 


Ah, mucho gusto, 5. 

Best. dComo esta? 


Muy 6 ... . gracias. dY 
7 .? 

Estoy bien, 8. 

dUsted es 9 . . madre de 

70 .? 

Si. Alicia 11 .. mi 12 ... . 

j _1_1_1_ 

2-1 


4L 

5 I_I_I_L 

6 L 

8 1_L 



2 Do you remember these 
people from Unit 1? Fill in 
the family tree with names 
and relationships to Carmen, 
Use mayor for ‘elder’ and 
menor for ‘younger’. 


Example: e Julio, su hijo mayor. 



















3 Please 


STUDY 


PRACTICE 


Phase one 

por favor = ‘please' - less common than in English. 
Como no = ‘Sure!’ or ‘Certainly!’ when someone 
asks you to do something. 

Grammar (see also page 21) 


MASCULINE 

esposo 

hermano 
mi ... 

hiio 
su , 
padre 
un 

numero 


FEMININE 


esposa 

hermana 

hija 

madre 

habitacion 


All nouns are masculine or feminine (male/female) 
even when they refer to things, 
un (masc) = ‘a’: un hijo (a son) 
una (fem) = ‘a’: una hija (a daughter) 

Note uno/una also means ‘one’. 

iQue numero es? = ‘What number is it?’ You 

don’t use a word for ‘it’. 

Quiero una habitacion. I want a room. 
iQuiere una habitacion? Do you want a room? 

Note the different endings -o and -e in quiero (I 
want) and iquiere? (Do you want?/Would you 
like?). 

Phase two 

de nada= ‘You’re welcome’ or ‘Not at all’; often 
used as a reply to muchas gracias. 

No, lo siento = ‘No, I’m sorry’, i.e. ‘I’m afraid 
not.’ (See Perdon page 1). It’s opposite to Si, 
como no. 

Grammar (see also page 22) 


firmar comer 
pagar 


escribir 

subir 


Spanish verbs are divided into groups according to 
their endings: -ar, -er and -ir. Use these forms of 
the verb (the infinitive) with: 
iPuedo? and iQuiere? 
iPuedo . . .? = Can/May I . . .? 

<LQuiere . . .? = Would you (please) . . .? 


Check your answers on page 25. 

1 Add the numbers. 

Example: You see uno + cuatro =- 

You write uno + cuatro = cinco 

a uno + cuatro =- 

b cinco + tres =- 


c tres+._= siete 

d _+ siete = nueve 

e nueve - tres =- 

f ocho -_= siete 


Fill in the missing numbers in the sequence. 


a uno dos 


cuatro cmco 


nueve 


b dos 


_seis ocho 

tres cinco- 


d nueve _ 

dos uno 


siete seis 


Unscramble these sentences. 

Example: You see numero/que/es 

You write iQue numero es? 

a numero/que/es 
b como no/senor/si 
c habitacion/por favor/una/quiero 
d escribir/por favor/nombre/quiere/su 

Change the offer to a request. 

Example: You see c'Quiere subir? 

You write cPuedo subir? 

a cQuiere pasar? 
b iQuiere comer ahora? 
c cQuiere firmar aqui? 
d iQuiere pagar ahora? 

Fill in the missing words of this conversation. 

- _dias._una habitacion,- 

favor. 

- Si senor. iSu nombre, por-? 

- James Bush, i _numero-? 

- Habitacion 204. 
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ACTIVITIES 


3 


Check your answers on page 25. 

1 Family relationships are important in Latin Now fill in your own details on this form. Don’t 

America, even when it comes to filling in forget both your last names! Look up any words 

documents. Here is part of Dolores’ passport you don’t know on page 23. 

form: 



2 Visiting cards are commonly used in Latin 
America. Here’s one which Dolores sent in her 
letter: 



Make up your own visiting card. Include both last 
names. 



3 Match the names with the signatures: 
Juan Vasquez 
Carmen Urbiola Sanchez 
Gloria Velasquez 
Luis Fernandez G. 





4 Match the right phrases with the different 
activities. 

a iQuiere firmar aqui? 
b cQuiere comer? 
c iQuiere pagar? 
d iQuiere escribir su nombre? 












PRACTICE 


4 Finding the way 

STUDY 

Phase one 

La calle Cervantes: always use el/la (‘the’) with 

street names. The name comes last: 

la calle Goya = Goya Street 

la Avenida Juarez = Juarez Avenue 

el P aseo Colon —Colon Promenade 

a la derecha/a la izquierda: a = ‘on’ in ‘on the 

right/on the left’. 

Grammar (see also page 22) 

dDonde esta la calle Cervantes? Use esta with 

dDonde? (‘Where?’) questions. Never use es. 

Esta a la derecha 

Es la primera a la derecha 

Use esta to say where the street is (location). But 

you must always use es with la primera. 


Phase two 

esta a dos cuadras: a =‘away’ in ‘it’s two blocks 
away’. 

dPuede decirme . , This is the commonest 
way of asking for information. Don’t add por 
favor. 

Grammar (see also page 22) 

Quiero pasar = I want to come in. 

dPuedo pasar? = May I come in? 

dQuiere pasar? = Come in please. 
dPuede pasar? = Can you come in? 

Use quiero ... to say what you want; use dpuedo 
. . . ? to ask permission to do something. 

Use dquiere . . . ? to invite someone to do 
something; use dpuede . . . ? to ask them to do 
something. 

decirme: add me to the infinitive decir (tell) to 
mean ‘tell me’. 

decir/ayudar/ensenar/hablar: look back at 
page 5 for the different groups of verbs, 
despacio =‘slow’ or ‘slowly’, 
mas despacio = ‘slower’ or ‘more slowly’. 


Check your answers on page 25. 

1 Write questions. 

Example: You see La calle Goya esta 

a la derecha. 

You write Per don. c Donde 

esta la calle Goya? 


a.? La calle Goya esta a la derecha. 

b.? El Paseo Colon esta a la izquierda. 

c.? La Avenida Juarez es la primera a la 

izquierda. 

d.? La calle Granada esta a la derecha. 

e.? El Paseo de la Reforma es la primera 

a la derecha. 


2 Fill in the sentences with soy/es, estoy/esta. 

a Yo_Angel Garcia. 

b dComo_su hijo? 

c Mi padre_de Monterrey. 

d La calle Grande_la primera a la 

derecha. 

e d Donde_el Paseo Colon, por favor? 

f d Que mimero_la habitation? 

3 Unscramble the questions and answers. 

a dla Avenida Diego Rivera/esta/puede/donde/ 
decirme? 

la primera calle/es/a la derecha 
b dsu/escribir/quiere/nombre? 
como/no/si 

c ddonde/el plano/la Avenida Madero/puede/ 
en/ensenarme/esta? 
a la derecha/como no/es/si/la primera 

4 Fill in the blanks with: 

mucho gusto/muchas gracias/lo siento/ 
gracias/como esta usted/como no/ 
perdon/puede decirme/de nada 

- _dUsted es el Sr. Hernandez? 

- Si, yo soy Emilio Hernandez. 

- Ah,_Sr. Hernandez. Yo soy Chris Best. 

- Ah, Sr. Best, d_? 

- Muy bien,_dEsta aqui su hijo? 

- No_No esta ahora. Esta en el Instituto. 

- Ah. d_donde esta el Instituto? 

- _Esta en la calle Granada. 

- Ah_ 

- _Adios. 
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ACTIVITIES 


Check your answers on page 26. 

1 Addressing a letter in Spanish is quite different 
from the American way. First you always write the 
name and address of the receiver in the top left- 
hand corner of the letter: 


Now address a letter in reply to Dolores’ letter. 
First write her name and address in the top left- 
hand corner. Don’t forget that the street number is 
after the name. 


■/ x. C/r/e /rs/_ 

/1/ 03 JyeiAsyi 
JTfs /atlo f (Jn/eVos 


TyacV/Stm 
TtJ^s ctms/si 


Below this you write only the name of your town 
and the date on the right hand side: 


fiiada/yorA', 2 'A n:VyO c/e S9f/ 

You write your full address on the back of the 
envelope: (rte. - remite = sender; Av. = Avenida) 


i/e. 'u/o/cees (jemez. V. 

/j K Coyorta. /3 2 , 
-i/a/jco 


Then write your town only and the date (ten days 
later) on the right: 


And write your full address on the back of the 
envelope. 


2 Flere’s a plan of downtown 
Mexico City with the Metro 
stations marked. Imagine 
you’re staying in a hotel near 
Sevilla station, on Chapultepec 
Avenue. Say how you’d get 
around to see the sights 
marked, using the Metro. 

Example: i La Plaza de la 
Ciudadela. 

Subo en Sevilla y bajo en 
Balderas. (I get on at Sevilla 
and get off at Balderas.) 

La Plaza de la Ciudadela 
esta a la izquierda, a dos 
cuadras. (Ciudadela Square is 
on the left, two blocks away.) 

Now go on: 

1 La Plaza de la Ciudadela. 

2 La Secretaria de Turismo. 

3 La Alameda. 

4 El Monumento a la 
Revolucion. 

5 El Palacio de Bellas Artes. 

6 El Palacio Nacional. 



i 










5 Where....? 


STUDY 


PRACTICE 


Phase one 

una fiesta Use this for a party, a saint’s feast day 
or a public holiday - it’s a very Spanish word! 
en la escuela = ‘at school’; en el banco = ‘at the 
bank’ etc. 

Grammar (see also pages 21 and 22) 


iDonde 

esta Luis? 
estan Luis y Ana? 

Where 

is Luis? 

are Luis and Ana? 


Esta 

Estan 

en la casa de mi hermana. 

He’s 

They’re 

at my sister’s house. 


esta =‘he/she/it is’ and estan=‘they are’. 
en=‘at’ in ‘he’s/she’s at . . .’. 
la casa de mi hermana = ‘my sister’s house’ 
(literally ‘the house of my sister’). Note there is no 
apostrophe ‘s’ (‘my sister’s house’) in Spanish. 

Phase two 

Grammar (see also page 21) 


iAdonde 


se fue Luis? 
se fueron Luis y Ana? 


Where 


has Luis gone? 

have Luis and Ana gone? 


iAdonde? Compare with iDonde? 
i Donde? = ‘Where?’ when asking where someone is. 
iAdonde? =‘Where?’ when asking where someone 
has gone to. 

se fue =‘he’s/she’s gone’ or ‘he/she went’. 

se fueron =‘they’ve gone’ or ‘they went’. 

iAdonde se fue Luis? (‘Where has Luis gone?’ or 

‘Where did Luis go?’). Notice that there is no 

word for ‘has’ or ‘did’. 

al: a + el = al (al banco: ‘to the bank’). 

a + la = a la (a la central: ‘to the bus station’). 


Check your answers on page 26. 
x Fill in the blanks with el or la. 


Example: Luis esta en la escuela. 


a Luis esta en_escuela. 

b Maria esta en_banco. 

c Pedro esta en_casa de mi hermana. 

d Ana esta en_central. 

e Dolores esta en_aeropuerto. 


2 Write answers. 


Example: You see iDonde esta Luis? 

(casa/hermana) 
You write Esta en la casa de 
su hermana. 

Note that su means ‘your/his/her’ or ‘their’. 


a i Donde esta Luis? (casa/hermana) 
b i Donde esta Ana? (habitacion/madre) 
c i Donde estan Pedro y Dolores? (escuela/hija) 
d i Donde esta Juan? (hotel/hermano) 
e i Donde estan Maria y Luisa? (fiesta/hermana) 


3 Write questions and answers. 


Example: You see 

? esta Luis? 


(fiesta) 

You write 

iDonde esta Luis? Esta 


en una fiesta. 

You see 

f se fue Luis? 


(fiesta) 

You write 

e'Adonde se fue Luis? 


Se fue a una fiesta. 


a i _esta Margarita? (hotel) 

b i _se fue Dolores? (fiesta) 

c i _estan Luis y Pedro? (garaje) 

d i _se fue Miguel? (banco) 

e i _se fueron Carmen y Ana? (central) 

f i _esta Juan? (casa de mi hermana) 

g i _se fueron Maria y Julio? (aeropuerto) 
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5 


ACTIVITIES 


Check your answers on page 26. 

1 A1 telefono 

Using the telephone isn’t as difficult as it might 
seem. There are set phrases you can use. Here’s 
Dolores phoning her father’s office. 


Brr—brr. 

Hola. (Esta el Sr. 
Gomez? 

(Donde esta, por 
favor? 

iPuedo dejar un 
recado? 

Yo soy Dolores 
Gomez. 

Si. Soy su hija. 

Estoy en casa. (at 
home) 

(Puede decide (tell 
him) que estoy aqui, 
por favor? 

Adios. Gracias. 


- (Alo? 

- No, no esta. 

- Esta en una reunion. 

- Si, como no. De 
parte de quien? 
(Who’s calling?) 

- Ah, usted es la hija 
del Sr. Gomez, ( no? 

- Bueno, ( donde esta 
usted ahora? 

- Como no. Adios, 
senorita Gomez. 


- De nada. 


2 Can you say what these signs and tickets are 
for? 


_ 111 

mrmo 

cwDflDoe mexico 

XD - I 2 


oTeLIl^\ 


C0N5ULAD0 

REPUBLICA 

DOMINICANA 


Now imagine you’re Chris Best calling Dolores 
from the Hotel Fenix. Write down what you 
would say when the phone’s picked up at the 
other end: 


a Brr—brr. 
b 


g (Decirle means 
‘tell him’ or ‘tell 
her’.) 
h 


- (Alo? 

- No, no esta. 

- Se fue al banco. 

- Como no. (De parte 
de quien? 

- Ah, hola Sr. Best. 
(Como esta usted? 

- Bueno, y (donde esta 
usted ahora? 

- Si, como no. Le 
llama ahorita. (She’ll 
call you soon.) 

- De nada. Adios. 



Banco de Guayaquil 



mm 
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6 When....? 


STUDY 


PRACTICE 


Phase one 

dos/doce Make sure you don’t confuse these 
numbers, especially in phrases like A las dos/doce 
y media (‘At half after two/twelve’). You could 
arrive two hours early or late! 
hora = ‘hour’ or ‘time’ (on the clock). 
y = ‘and’ or ‘after’; menos = ‘less’ or ‘to’, 
media is short for una media hora (‘a half hour’), 
cuarto is short for un cuarto de hora (‘a quarter 
of an hour’). Don’t confuse cuarto =‘quarter’ with 
cuatro = ‘four’. 

Grammar 


i Que hora es? 


Es la una. 
Son las dos. 


iQue hora es? = ‘What’s the time?’ or ‘What time 
is it?’ 

Es la ... is only used with una. All other times (2 
o’clock to 12 o’clock) are plural, so use Son 
las . . . Notice there’s no word for ‘o’clock’. 


Phase two 

manana = ‘tomorrow’; hoy = ‘today’. Don’t 
confuse manana with la maiiana which means 
‘(the) morning’. 

manana por la manana = ‘tomorrow morning’, 
manana por la tarde = ‘tomorrow afternoon’, 
manana por la noche = ‘tomorrow evening’. 

Grammar (see also page 22) 

i A que hora When 


empieza la fiesta? will/does the party begin? 
llega el tren? will/does the train arrive? 

abren la embajada? will/does the embassy open? 


Notice there’s no word here for ‘does’ or ‘will’. 
t A que hora . . .? = literally ‘At what time . . . ?’ 
Use this when you ask for a precise time, 
abren la embajada? literally means ‘do they 
open the embassy?’; abren really refers to an 
unspecified ‘they’. Note also cierran (literally 
‘they close’ or ‘will they close?’). It’s possible, but 
less common, to say iA que hora abre/cierra la 
embajada?, (‘When will the embassy open/close?’) 
like the other examples. 


Check your answers on page 26. 

1 Give the times. 

Example: You see iQue hora es? 

You write Son las tres y media 

i Que hora es? 



abed e 



f g h i j 


2 Give questions and answers. 

Example: You see iA que hora (begin) la 

reunion? 9.00 
You write iA que hora 
empieza la 
reunion? A las 
nueve. 

a iA que hora (begin) la reunion? 9.00 
b iA que hora (open) el consulado? 10.30 
c iA que hora (close) la tienda? 9.30 
d iA que hora (leave) el avion? 4.15 
e iA que hora (end) el programa? 11.45 
f iA que hora (arrive) el tren? 2.15 

3 Unscramble these phrases. 

a por la manana/Juan/a las diez/manana/llega 
b llega/por la noche/y media/a los dos/el tren/ 
manana 

c iesta tarde/la embajada/cierran/a que hora? 
d a las seis/la fiesta/esta tarde/empieza 
e a las once/abren/manana/el museo 
f y cuarto/manana/la escuela/cierran/por la 
tarde/a las cuatro 


0 

Jl' 

< 

i. 


I 

h 
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ACTIVITIES 


Check your answers on page 26. 

T i Flight schedules 

a Which airport does the plane leave from? 
b When is there a flight for Caracas? 
c When does it arrive in Caracas? 
d Which American city does it pass through? 
e When does it land there? 


f When does the connection leave? 
g How long is each stage of the flight? (Don’t 
forget time zones!) 

h What are the flight numbers for each stage of 
the flight? 



Sale 

Llega 

Numero de Vuelo 

Conexion 

de MEXICO DF 
Benito Juarez 





a CARACAS 
Simon Bolivar 

09.00 

18.45 

AM421/VA823 

MIA 13.40/15.10 


2 Advertisements 

a What are these posters advertising? 
b Give dates or times when they take place, 
c What time of year are they for? 



□-P 

exposici6n del 
museo internacional de la 
resistencia 

SALVADOR 

ALLENDE 


140 obras donadas por 
96 artistas mexicanos 



MUSEO DE 
ARTE MODERNO 
bosque de chapultapec 


martei a domlngo 
10:00 a 19:00 hn. 

-1 

ii 
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7 Describe it! 


STUDY 


PRACTICE 


Phase one 


Check your answers on page 26. 


(Como se llama? =‘What’s it called?’ and also 
‘What’s your/his/her/it’s name? 

Grammar (see also pages 21 and 22) 


cComo se llama esto? 
cComo se llama eso? 
cComo se llaman estos? 
cComo se llaman esos? 


What’s this called? 
What’s that called? 
What are these called? 
What are those called? 



singular sobre 
plural sobres 

hijo 

hijos 

postal 

postales 

Nouns and adjectives which end in a vowel, add -s 
in the plural; when they end in a consonant, add -es. 

singular (he/she/it) 
plural (they) 

se llama esta cierra abre 
se llaman estan cierran abren 

Verb plurals (‘they’) usually add 
exception es/son. 

-n. Note the 

Phase two 




Grammar (see also page 21) 


Use esto(s), eso(s) when you don’t know what to 
call something. Use este/estos, esta(s) when you 
know what it is, and you refer to it. 


1 Fill the blanks with es/son, se llama/se llaman. \ 


Example: You see c Como_estos? 

_postales. 

You write e Como se llaman 

estos? Son postales. 


a cComo_estos?_postales. 

b cQue_eso?_una tortilla. 

c cComo_esto?_papel. 

d cQue_eso?_frijoles. 

e cComo_esos?_sobres. 

2 Choose este/esta, este/esta or esto. 

a cQue musica es_? 

b c Como se llama_? 

c cComo se llama_plato? 

d cQue es_idioma? 

e cQue es_? 

f cComo se llama_tienda? 

g cComo es_restaurante? 

h cQue habitacion es_? 

i cQue idioma es_? 

j cQue hotel es_? 

3 Match the adjectives and nouns. 


Example: You see una habitacion (bueno) 
You write La habitacion es buena. 


cQue hotel es 

este? 

ese? 

What hotel is 

this? 

that? 

cQue musica es 

esta? 

esa? 

What music is 

this? 

that? 


Use the masculine or feminine form of este/ese 
(‘this/that’) to correspond to the noun it refers to. 
Compare cQue musica es esta? (‘What music is 
this?’) with cQue es esta musica? (‘What’s this 
music?’). Don’t use the accent if you put este/ese 
next to the noun it refers to. 


masculine El servicio es bueno. 

feminine La comida es buena. 


a una habitacion (bueno) 
b un hotel (caro) 
c un tren (lento) 
d una comida (barato) 

4 Give ratings: 

** muy rapido/muy barato 
* rapido/barato 

x no muy rapido/no muy barato 
xx muy lento/muy caro 


Example: You see el hotel Fenix** 

You write El hotel Fenix es muy 
barato. 


Words like bueno, rapido, barato change when 
they refer to masculine or feminine nouns. 
cComo es . . . ? = ‘What is . . . like? Compare 
cComo esta . . .? (see page 3) 


a el autobus ( x ) 
b la tienda Sanchez * 
c el servicio en el hotel Mexico (xx) 
d la comida en el restaurante Veracruz ** 
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ACTIVITIES 

Check your answers on page 26. 

Give an explanation of each of the dishes on the 
menu in Spanish. 


Example: rice soup - Es sopa de arroz. Es 
un plato chino. 

canneloni - Es pasta con came y 
tomates. Es un plato italiano. 


>v" / V„ 
Pin M 




Gran Restaurante 
Internacional 


SOP AS (SOUPS) 

m 

are- snap 

chino 

chicken soap 

. ingles g5|3SS 

ENTRAPAS 

El 

tacos 

meccano 

canneloni 

italiano 

NUEVOS (EGGS) 

11 

rn 

ggumsi 

potato omelette (tortilla) 

_espahoi 


PE S CAPO (FISH) 
sardines a la piancha. 


CARNES {MEAT) 

steak in red wine _ 

chicken Kiev _ 

chili can carne _ 

bife a cabaHo __ 

(steak with egg on top) 


_portugues 

o 

_tranees 

_ raso 

_ tejano 

_ argentine 



LEGUM3R.E5 (VEPETA3LES) 
kidney beans 

tomato salad (ensaiada de tom ate) 
french fries 
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81 like.. 


STUDY 

Phase one 

Me gusta = ‘I like’ (something or someone). 

Me gustan = ‘I like’ (things or people). 

Gusta(n) shows physical like, so be careful how 
you use it about people! 

No me gusta(n) . . . = ‘I don’t like . . 

Grammar (see also pages 21 and 22) 

Me gusta el ingles: after me gusta use 
el/la/los/las (‘the’) with study subjects, products, 
food and places etc. 

SINGULAR PLURAL 


MASCULINE 

el 

tren 

hotel 

los 

trenes 

hoteles 

FEMININE 

la 

naranja 

camara 

las 

naranjas 

camaras 


Note the plural forms. 

If you are talking about a single thing, use Me 
gusta: Me gusta el hotel (‘I like the hotel’). If 
you are talking about several things, use Me 
gustan: Me gustan las naranjas (I like oranges). 


soy 

pan 


de 


California 

maiz 


Use de to show where something or someone is 
from , or what something is made of. 

Phase two 

i Por que? = ‘Why?’ Write it as two words and 
with an accent - like <’como/que/donde? 
Porque =‘because’. Write this as one word. 

Grammar (see also pages 21 and 22) 


Me gusta el hotel. Me gustan las naranjas. 
£Le gusta el hotel? iLe gustan las naranjas? 


Change ‘I like’ to ‘You like/Do you like?’ by 
changing me to le. 

MASCULINE FEMININE 


singular hotel barato camara barata 

plural hoteles baratos camaras baratas 


PRACTICE 


Check your answers on page 27. 

1 Make statements. 

Example: You see ingles ( 7 ) 

You write Me gusta el ingles. 
You see matematicas ( x ) 
You write No me gustan las 
matematicas. 


a ingles (7) 
b matematicas ( x ) 
c restaurante Franco ( x ) 
d frijoles (7) 

e naranjas de California ( 7 ) 
f vino tinto ( x ) 


2 Match the adjectives and nouns. 


a camaras 
b vino 
c naranjas 
d calcetines 
e pan 
f trenes 


tinto 

de California 
mexicanos 
de nilon 
japonesas 
de maiz 


3 Make questions with the nouns and adjectives 
from Exercise 2. 


Example: You have a camaras 

japonesas 

You write a i Le gustan las 

camaras japonesas? 


4 Make questions and answers. 


Example: You see Juan/ingles 7 /facil 
You write Juan, c le gusta el 
ingles? Si, me 
gusta, porque es 
facil. 


a Juan/ingles 7 /facil 
b Maria/matematicas 7 /faciles 
c Margarita/tren x /lento 
d Pedro/estas naranjas 7 /buenas 
e Miguel/el hotel Fenix x /caro 
f Senor Best/su habitacion 7 /buena 
g Ana/los autobuses mexicanos 7 /rapidos 
h Jorge/el servicio en la tienda Raya x /lento 


Adjectives usually follow the noun they refer to. 
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ACTIVITIES 


Check your answers on page 27. 

It’s time to plan your vacation in Mexico! To help 
you, Dolores has sent comments on various towns 
and regions of Mexico. 

First find the centers on the map, and then give 
reasons for choosing each center. If a center has 
two ‘No’s’, reject it and give reasons. Look up any 
words you don’t know at the back of the book. 


Example: Guadalajara - prefiero 

Guadalajara porque me gusta la 
musica mariachi y la pintura 
mural. Quiero comprar en los 
mercados — es una ciudad barata, 
y quiero un centro con un clima 
bueno. 



C/M0O 

1/driAAs ctryonnc 

d/OA 

C//X/A 

PoAdA 

or&o 

(y/mVo/tyo ra~ 

muS/ax. mar/ccc/ic, 
y/n/artx niurciC. 

con Vo cos moyo ///*., 
—Aie/cac/oS 

hc&no 

710 

VoYO-V/X 

Scya. 

no 

710 

ynoy 01^/60 

S/' 

cVey/ey/o 

OayacrJL 

cerom/cA- /nckyeno. ; 
yumas yie/irsyon/cas 

yneycactoO /n/koS 

6ueoo 

no 

Vara/oc 

!//j.ax/an 

rumaj: moycxs 

720 

ynojm 7^/(0 

§/' 

/nsec/oS 

To/co 

tir/e y a/yxu/ocVura. 
co/on/oc/eo y 
ar/esar>/'/LS 

y>o 

/dm£ 

710 

carcx-y muc/>oc 

Vmyys/ols 
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91 want... 


STUDY 

Phase one 

hay = ‘There is/there are’ or ‘Is there/are there . . . ?’ 
This is a very useful little word, often used when 
talking about food. 

Grammar (see also page 22) 

I YOU HE/SHE/IT 

quiero quiere quiere want/wants 

prefiero prefiere prefiere prefer/prefers 

tengo tiene tiene have/has 

Notice particularly tengo (‘I have’). 
iTiene . . .? is the most polite way to ask for 
something you want: i Tiene una habitacion? 
(‘Do you have a room?’). (See pages 5 and 7: 

quiero/quiere/puedo/puede.) 

Phase two 

por favor = ‘Excuse me’ (not perdon) to someone 
who is there to help you e.g. a waiter or shop 
assistant. 


Grammar 


iTiene 

vino bianco? 

iHay 

cerveza? 

Do you have 

white wine? 

Is there 

any beer? 


Tengo 

Hay 

cerveza. 

No tengo 

No hay 

naranjas. 

I have 

There is 

some beer. 

I don’t have 
There aren’t 

any oranges. 


Notice there is no word for ‘some’ or ‘any’ in these 
sentences. 


PRACTICE 

Check your answers on page 27. 

1 Make questions. 

Example: You see Tengo una habitacion 

sin bano (con) 

You write i Tiene una habitacion 
con bano? 

a Tengo una habitacion sin bano. (con) 
b Quiero un cafe sin leche. (con) 
c Prefiero vino bianco, (tinto) 
d Quiero pesos colombianos. (mexicanos) 
e Tengo un jugo de tomate. (limon) 
f Prefiero camisas de algodon. (nilon) 

2 Match the two parts of the sentences, 
a cPuede comer aqui? 

b cPuedo decirme donde esta el banco? 
c Quiero escribir su nombre? 
d cQuiere una habitacion con bano. 

3 Fill in the conversations with the right verbs, 
a En el restaurante 

- Buenos dias, senor. - Buenos dias. 

- cQue puedo traerle? - _un bistec. 

- Muy bien. i Con - No, no me_ 

papas fritas? las papas._ 

arroz. 

- Si, senor. dAlgo - i _jugos? 

mas? 

- Si hay, de limon, de - i _me 

naranja, de pina. un jugo de naranja? 

- Como no. - Gracias. 

b En el hotel 

- Buenos dias. - Buenos dias, 

senor. 

- i _una - Si, senor, icon bano 

habitacion? o sin bano? 

- _una - Muy bien. iSu 

habitacion con bano. nombre, por favor? 

- Chris Best. - i Quiere escribir su 

nombre? 

— Chris best. - Gracias. Ah, Chris 

Best, i no? 

- iQue numero_? - 25. 

- i _subir ahora? - Si, senor, como no. 

- Gracias. 
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9 


Check your answers on page 27. 

Imagine you’re standing right here in the market at 
a stall. Ask for each of the goods in turn. Ask 
which is cheaper of the two kinds of goods on 
offer. ioo<£ (centavos) = $1 (peso). Then say which 
one you prefer. 


Example: (zapatos) 

Buenos dias, c tiene zapatos, por 
favor? 

c Los zapatos de plastico son 
baratos? 

Prefiero estos, los zapatos de 
plastico. 



cam/eap de alga dor? a $25o 


vino bianco a $60 


cerveza c/ara a $3 


camarao japonesas a $2000 


> camaras a/emanas 
f a $4-000 
naranjas de ' 

California a 60$ g I 


merica no a $40 


A cafe cobmb/ano a $50 


naranjas de Veracruz a 3o$ 


zapatos de plastico a $ loo jd 


te indio a $20 
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10 Actions 


STUDY 


PRACTICE 


Phase one 

Estoy escuchando un disco =‘I’m listening to a 
record’. Don’t use a separate word for ‘to’. 

Estoy mirando un libro = Tm looking at a 
book’. Mirando =‘watching’ or ‘looking at’, 
siempre/en general/a veces: the difference 
between these words is sometimes blurred in 
Spanish, e.g. Siempre ceno a las 8 really means 
‘I usually eat at 8’. 

Grammar (see also page 22) 


Estoy leyendo I’m reading 

Esta mirando He’s/She’s watching 


If something’s happening right now, use 
estoy/esta . . . ndo: -ar verbs end in -ando, some 
-er/-ir verbs in -iendo, others in -yendo. 


I 

YOU 

HE/SHE/IT 

desayuno 

desayuna 

desayuna 

almuerzo 

almuerza 

almuerza 

ceno 

cena 

cena 

llego 

llega 

llega 

Note these other verbs you have already learned: 

cierro 

cierra 

cierra 

empiezo 

empieza 

empieza 

termino 

termina 

termina 

Notice me and se in: 

me levanto 

se levanta 

se levanta 

me acuesto 

se acuesta 

se acuesta 

salgo: compare 

salgo/sale with tengo/tiene. 

Se fue 

voy a 

va 

la agenda, 
comprar el 

pasaje. 


He went 
I’m going 
He’s going 


the agency, 
buy the ticket. 


Check your answers on page 27. 

1 Give answers about your daily routine. 

Example: You see dA que hora se 

levanta? 7.30 

You write Me levanto a las siete 
y media. 


a dA que hora se levanta? 7.30. 
b dA que hora desayuna? 7.45. 
c dA que hora sale de casa? 8.15. 
d iA que hora llega el autobus? 8.30. 
e (A que hora llega al trabajo? 9.00. 
f i A que hora almuerza? 1.30. 
g dA que hora sale de trabajo? 6.00. 
h dA que hora llega a casa? 6.45. 
i dA que hora cena? 10.00. 
j dA que hora se acuesta? 12.00. 

2 Say where someone’s gone and what they’re 
doing. 


Example: You see dDonde esta Ana? 

(garage/gas) 

You write Ana se fue al garaje. 

Se fue a comprar 
gasolina. 

a dDonde esta Ana? (garage/gasoline) 
b dDonde estan Pedro y Lucia? 

(bank/traveler’s checks) 
c dDonde esta Miguel? (post office/letter) 
d d Donde esta Margarita? (travel agent/ticket) 
e dDonde estan Juan y Luis? (bus 
station/reservation) 

3 Fill in the blanks, answering the questions. 

a dAdonde va? _al banco. 

b dA que hora sale de casa? _a las ocho. 

c d Como esta? _muy bien. 

d d Usted es Julio Martinez? Si,_Julio. 

e d Que habitacion tiene? _la habitacion 

210. 

f d Le gustan los frijoles? Si,_ 

mucho. 


Note voy has the same ending as soy and estoy. 
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Sr. Chr/s Sesh 

//03 xd/reeh, 

/yad/jon 
Ia/zsccmsi n 
sdshados dn/doj 

(yzuidajayara., 2 de mayo de /9f/. 

d/sh/mado C/m/Jo, 

do *roy //chores (jomei . Soy 

/>■ er/ca o O... ^ de /ztada/cyo ra. . /enyo szl d/recudi 
ole/ JnsAhuhv dyez/camo - dmenca.no ayztz 
en (yzcada/cyara. y/cr/yziz yacero escr/i/Y a. on 
amiyo noy/eameY/cano ■ 

Voy a. dear A como es on dza /yv/co 
cxaz/l en Zfen/co. c5/'emyre me /e van ho a. /as 
7. 30 ' en yenera/ -/omo ca^h / on hzcevo 
Jr/'/o j y zon JMyo de naycmya.. 

7ra/>cyo en non a. esoae/a y emp/evo a, 
/as 3 . Vd. x5cdyo de Casa a. /as Bye/ 


aa/o/As pasa. a /as /. /S. 

/) /as 2 her mi no. /a escue/a. y reyrejo 
a casa a a/movza.-/. d veces homo Soya , 
ensa/ada dz -/vma-/e. ) CaYne Con /by/// as o 
yayas y frijo/es , y s/empre hay narayya s 
0 yayaya - me yzcsA. macho /a ^ra/a. 

Poy /a horde /mo ona s/cs/x o /eo on. 
h/hrOj y a /as 5.30 sa/yo a. /a (Jyu vers/dad- a- 
homay c/ases dz has fa a /as / o /as do ■ 
d^Mc/os es/udianlt! bacon eso ayc/L ' braheyan 
for /a manana y es/adm-n yey /a /avds ■ 

Soy /a noc/e voy a. on reshazeramk am 
m/s am/yos a Cenaz a a. esc zee/av discos 
y hah/aV, ddyreso a mi casa- a /as 2/ o 
a /as 7 / 30, y me aczzes/c en yen era/ a. 
medcanoc/ie .. 

Szceno j dse. es on cduc. /ry/co en 
(/zzada/cyara. - ^ yzecere esor/A/V y dear me 
Como es on due /y?/co en /os Ss/ados i/n/dos ? 


yy Sa/zzda CL^cchuosamen/e , 

Sdbczr S'. 


ACTIVITIES 


Check your translation on page 27. 

Here is the complete letter which Dolores Gomez 
wrote to Chris Best. Read it, and see how much 
you can understand - even if you can’t remember 
everything you’ve learned so far. Look up any 
words you don’t know on page 23. If you want to, 
you can use this letter as a model to reply to 
Dolores. 
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Grammar Summary 

Nouns 


All nouns are masculine or feminine (male/female) 
whether they refer to people, animals or things: 
MASCULINE FEMININE 



hi jo 

hija 

SINGULAR 

el padre 

la madre 


hotel 

habitacion 


hijos 

hijas 

PLURAL 

los padres 

las madres 


hoteles 

habitaciones 

‘The’ changes according to the 

noun it refers to. 

‘The’ has masculine, feminine. 

singular and plural 

forms: 

el 

la 


los 

las 

‘A’ and ‘some 

’ also change according to the noun 

they refer to: 



a 

un 

una 

some 

unos 

unas 


Adjectives 

Words like bueno (‘good’), rapido (‘fast’), barato 
(‘cheap’) change when they refer to masculine or 
feminine nouns: 

barato barata 

baratos baratas 


un restaurante barato 
restaurantes baratos 

una comida barata 
comidas baratas 

Adjectives of nationality also follow this pattern: 

norteamericano 

norteamericanos 

norteamericana 

norteamericanas 

But note some exceptions: 

espanol 

espanoles 

espanola 

espanolas 

canadiense 

canadienses 

canadiense 

canadienses 

‘This/These’ and ‘That/Those’ also change: 

this este hotel 

these estos hoteles 
that ese hotel 

those esos hoteles 

esta habitacion 
estas habitaciones 
esa habitacion 
esas habitaciones 


Write este, ese etc. with the noun and este, ese 
etc. without: 

tComo se llama este hotel? 
iQue hotel es este? 

If you don’t know whether something is feminine 
or masculine, use esto (‘this’) or eso (‘that’): 
iQue es esto? = What’s this? 
iQue es eso? = What’s that? 

But if you do know whether something is feminine 

or masculine, use the correct form: 

iQue numero es este? £Que habitacion es 

esta? 

iQue numeros son iQue habitaciones son 

estos? estas? 

‘My’ and ‘your’ only change when the noun they 
refer to is plural: 


my 

mi hi jo 

mi hija 

mis hijos 

mis hijas 

your 

su hi jo 

su hija 

sus hijos 

sus hijas 

Prepositions 


Words like ‘to’, ‘on’, ‘at’, ‘from’, of’, are 
completely different in Spanish: 


a la izquierda 

on the left 

a 

a las siete 

at seven o’clock 


se fue a la fiesta 

he’s gone to the party 


Notice a + el becomes al: 


se fue al banco 

he’s gone to the bank 

en 

esta en el banco 

he’s at the bank 


soy de Wisconsin 

I’m from Wisconsin 


pan de maiz 

corn bread (made 

de 

la casa de mi 

from corn) 

my sister’s house (the 


hermana 

house of my 
sister) 


Numbers 


cero 

7 

siete 

uno, una 

8 

ocho 

dos 

9 

nueve 

tres 

IO 

diez 

cuatro 

ii 

once 

cinco 

12 

doce 

seis 
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Verbs 

Spanish verbs are divided into groups according to their endings: 

-ar -er -ir 

ensenar comer escribir 

hablar traer subir 

The verb ending changes for T, ‘you’, ‘he’/‘she’/‘it’, or ‘they’: 
Present tense 


VERB 

T 

‘you’ 

‘he/she/it’ 

‘they’ 

-ing 

llegar (arrive) 

llego 

llega 

llega 

llegan 

llegando (arriving) 

mirar (watch) 

miro 

mira 

mira 

miran 

mirando (watching) 

llamarse (be called) 

me llamo se llama 

se llama 

se llaman 

comer (eat) 

como 

come 

come 

comen 

comiendo (eating) 

abrir (open) 

abro 

abre 

abre 

abren 

abriendo (opening) 

poder (can/may) 

puedo 

puede 

puede 

pueden 


querer (want/would like) 

quiero 

quiere 

quiere 

quieren 


salir (leave) 

sal go 

sale 

sale 

salen 

saliendo (leaving) 

tener (have) 

tengo 

tiene 

tiene 

tienen 


traer (bring) 

traigo 

trae 

trae 

traen 

trayendo (bringing) 

estar (be) 

estoy 

esta 

esta 

estan 


ser (be) 

soy 

es 

es 

son 


ir (go) 

voy 

va 

va 

van 



gustar (like) me gusta(n) (I like); le gusta(n) (you/he/she/it likes) 

There are two forms of the verb ‘be’ in Spanish: 

Ser Estar 

name Soy Chris Best. (I’m Chris 

Best.) 

nationality Soy norteamericano. (I’m 

American.) 

origin Soy de Wisconsin. (I’m from 

Wisconsin.) 

time £Que hora es? (What time is it?) 

Es la una. (It’s one o’clock.) 
identification iQue es eso? (What’s that?) 

Es un plato mexicano. (It’s a 
Mexican dish.) 

tComo es ese hotel? (What’s 
that hotel like?) 

Es muy bueno. (It’s very good.) 


greeting iComo esta? (How are you?) 

Estoy bien. (I’m fine.) 
where? iDonde esta? (Where is it?) 

Esta a la izquierda. (It’s on the 
left.) 

going on (NOW) Estoy mirando la television. 

(I’m watching television.) 
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Vocabulary List 

(m = masculine, f = feminine, v = verb, 
pi = plural.) 

ch and 11 are separate letters of the 
alphabet. 

a to; at; on; away (see p 9) 
alo hello (telephone) 
a veces often 
abrazo (m) love (in letters) 
abrir (v) open 
acostarse (v) go to bed 
se acuesta, me acuesto (see 
acostarse) 
adios goodbye 
adonde where . . . (to) 
aeropuerto (m) airport 
afectuoso affectionate 
agenda (f) travel agent 
agosto (m) August 
ahora now 
ahorita soon 
aleman, -ana German 
algo anything 
algodon (m) cotton 
almorzar (v) have lunch 
almuerza, almuerzo (see almorzar) 
amigo, -a friend 
apellido (m) last name 
aqui here 

argentino, -a Argentinian 
arquitectura (f) architecture 
Arte Moderna (f) Modern Art 
artesanias (f pi) crafts 
arroz (m) rice 

atentamente sincerely yours 

australiano, -a Australian 

autobus (m) bus 

avenida (f) avenue 

avion (m) plane 

ayudar (v) help 

bajar (v) get off; get out 

banco (m) bank 

bano (m) bath 

barato cheap 

bastante quite 

Bellas Artes (f pi) Fine Arts 

bien well; fine 

bistec (m) steak 

bianco white 

bueno good; well 

buenos dias hello; good morning; good 
afternoon 

calcetines (mpl) socks 
cafe (m) coffee 
calle (f) street 
camara (f) camera 
camisa (f) shirt 
cambiar (v) change 
canadiense Canadian 
carne (f) meat 
caro expensive 
carta (f) letter 
casa (f) house 
cenar (v) have dinner 
central (f) bus station 
ceramica (f) pottery 
cerrar (v) close 


cerveza (f) beer 

ciudad (f) town; city 

claro light 

clase (f) class 

clima (m) climate 

colombiano, -a Colombian 

comer (v) eat 

comida (f) food; meal 

co mo how; what 

tcomo es . . .? what’s . . . like? 

como no of course; sure 

comprar (v) buy 

con with 

conexion (f) connection 

consulado (m) consulate 

correos (m) post office 

cuadra (f) block 

cuarto (m) quarter 

cubano,-a Cuban 

cuchillo (m) knife 

curso (m) course 

cheques (m pi) traveler’s checks 

chile (m) chili 

chino, -a Chinese 

de of; from 

de nada you’re welcome 

ide parte de quien? who’s calling? 

decir (v) tell 

dejar (v) leave 

demasiado too; too much 

derecha (f) right 

desayunar (v) have breakfast 

desierto (m) desert 

despacio slow; slowly 

dia day 

dificil difficult 

direccion (f) address 

disco (m) record 

domingo (m) Sunday 

don, dona (see p 1) 

donde where 

echar (v) mail 

el the (see p 21) 

embajada (f) embassy 

empezar (v) begin 

en at; in; on (see p 9) 

en general usually 

ensalada (f) salad 

ensenar (v) teach 

entradas (f pi) entrees 

es (see ser) 

escribir (v) write 

escuchar (v) listen (to) 

escuela (f) school 

ese, esa, eso that (see p 21) 

espanol, -ola Spanish 

esposo, -a husband; wife 

esta, estan (see estar) 

estado (m) state 

Estados Unidos (m pi) United States 

estar (v) be (see p 22) 

este, esta, esto this (see p 21) 

estimado, -a dear (in letters) 

estoy (see estar) 

estudiante (m/f) student 

estudiar (v) study 

facil (m) easy 

fiesta (f) (see p 9) 

firma (f) signature 

firmar (v) sign 


frances, -esa French 
frijoles (mpl) beans (Mexican dish) 
frito fried 
fruta (f) fruit 

fue, fueron went, has/have gone 
(see p 9) 

garaje (m) gas station, garage 
gasolina (f) gasoline 
gasolinera (f) gas station 
gracias (f pi) thanks 
guacamole (m) avocado salad 
gusto (m) pleasure 
gustar (v) like (see p 15) 

(la) Habana Havana 
habitacion (f) room 
hablar (v) speak; talk 
hacer (v) do; make 
hay there is, are (see p 17) 
hermano, -a brother; sister 
hijo, -a son; daughter 
hola hello 

hora (f) hour; ‘time’ (clock) 

hoy today 

huevo (m) egg 

idioma (m) language 

indigena (f) (American) Indian 

indio Indian 

ingles, -esa English 

instituto (m) institute 

interes (m) interest 

ir (v) go (see p 22) 

izquierda (f) left 

japones, -esa Japanese 

jugo (m) juice 

julio (m) July 

la, las the (see p 21) 

le (to) you, him, her 

leche (f) milk 

leer (v) read 

legumbre (f) vegetable 

lento slow 

levantarse (v) get up 

libro (m) book 

limon (m) lemon 

limpio clean 

lo siento (I’m) sorry 

Londres London 

los the (see p 21 ) 

llamarse (v) be called 

llegar (v) arrive 

madre (f) mother 

magnifico splendid; great 

maiz (m) corn 

malo bad 

manana tomorrow 

manana (f) morning 

mariachi (m) Mexican musician 

martes (m) Tuesday 

mas more 

matematicas (f pi) math 
may a Mayan 
mayor elder 
me (to) me 
media half 

medianoche (f) midnight 
menor younger 
menos less; ‘to’ (time) 
mercado (m) market 
metro (m) subway 
mexicano, -a Mexican 
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mi my 

mirar (v) watch; look (at) 

mucho much; many 

mucho gusto pleased to meet you 

museo (m) museum 

musica (f) music 

muy very 

nacionalidad (f) nationality 
nada nothing; at all 
naranja (f) orange 
nilon (m) nylon 
no no; not 

noche (f) night; evening 
nombre (m) name 
norteamericano, -a American 
Nueva York New York 
numero (m) number 
nunca never 
o or 

oscuro dark 

otro other; another 

padre (m) father 

pagar (v) pay 

pais (m) country 

palacio (m) palace 

pan (m) bread 

papa (f) potato 

papel (m) paper 

partido (m) (sports) match 

pasaje (m) ticket (e.g. bus) 

pasar (v) come/go in, up; happen 

paseo (m) promenade 

perdon excuse me 

pescado (m) fish 

piel (f) leather 

pina (f) pineapple 

pintura (mural) (f) (wall) painting 

piano (m) map 

plato (m) dish 

playa (f) beach 

plaza (f) square 

poder (v) (see p 22) 

polio (m) chicken 

por favor please 

por que why 

porque because 

portugues, -esa Portuguese 

postal (f) postcard 

preferir (v) prefer 

primero first 

programa (m) program 

puede, puedo (see p 7) 

Sque? what?; which? 

querer (v) want; like (see p 7) 

querido, -a dear (in letters) 

quiere, quiero (see querer) 

quinto fifth 

rapido fast 

recado (m) message 

regresar (v) return 

reservacion (f) reservation 

restaurante (m) restaurant 

reunion meeting 

rte. (= remite) sender 

ruina (f) ruin 

ruso, -a Russian 

sabroso tasty 

salgo (see salir) 

salir (v) leave 

saludar (v) greet 


saludo greeting 

secretaria (f) secretariat 

sello (m) stamp 

senor, Sr. Mr; sir; gentleman 

senora, Sra. Mrs; ma’am; lady 

senorita, Srta. Miss; young lady 

septiembre (m) September 

ser (v) be (see p 22) 

servicio (m) service 

si yes 

siempre always 
siesta (f) afternoon nap 
simpatico nice 
sin without 
sobre (m) envelope 
son, soy (see ser) 
sopa (f) soup 
su your; his; her; their 
subir (v) go up; get on (train) 
taco (m) meat and vegetables in tortilla 
(Mexican dish) 
tarde (f) afternoon; evening 
taza (f) cup 
te (m) tea 
tejano, -a Texan 
Tejas Texas 
telefono (m) telephone 
television (f) television 
tenedor (m) fork 
tener (v) have (see p 22) 
tengo (see tener) 
terminar (v) end 
tienda (f) store 
tiene (see tener) 
tinto red (wine) 
tipico typical 
tomar (v) have 
tomate (m) tomato 
tortilla (f) Mexican maize bread; 
omelette 

trabajar (v) work 

trabajo (m) work 

traer (v) bring 

tren (m) train 

turismo (m) tourism 

turista (m/f) tourist 

un, una, uno a; one (see p 21) 

unas, unos about; some 

universidad (f) university 

usted you 

va, voy (see ir) 

verano (m) summer 

vida (f) life 

vino (m) wine 

vuelo (m) flight 

y and; ‘after’ (time) 

yo I 

zapato (m) shoe 
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Answers to the exercises 


UNIT ONE: Practice 

Ex. i Write full answers 

a Si, soy Pat Wilson, 
b No, soy Chris Best, 
c No, soy Gloria Velasquez, 
d Si, soy Luis Fernandez, 
e Si, soy Carmen Lopez. 

Ex. 2 Write questions 
a cUsted es Pat Wilson? 
b i Usted es Carmen Lopez? 
c tUsted es Luis Fernandez? 
d cUsted es Mark Roberts? 
e cUsted es Chris Best? 

Ex. 3 Match nationalities/names 
a tUsted es mexicana? 
b tUsted es norteamericano? 
c tUsted es inglesa? 
d tUsted es argentino? 

Ex. 4 Match cities/nationalities 
a tUsted es de Nueva York? 
b tUsted es de la Ciudad de Mexico? 

c tUsted es de Madrid? 

d tUsted es de Montreal? 

e tUsted es de Buenos Aires? 

Activities 

1 Write a letter in reply 

a Yo soy ( + name). 
b Soy ( + nationality), 
c (Soy) de (+ town). 

2 Write nationalities/places of origin 

a Soy de Nueva York. Soy norte- 
americano/norteamericana. 
b Soy de Los Angeles. Soy norte- 
americano/norteamericana. 
c Soy de la Ciudad de Mexico. Soy 
mexicano/mexicana. 
d Soy de Bogota. Soy colombiano/ 
colombiana. 

e Soy de la Habana. Soy cubano/ 
cubana. 

f Soy de Buenos Aires. Soy argentino/ 
argentina. 

3 Puzzle 

ARGENTINO 

GOYA 

CORTfiS 

GUSTO 

MEXICANA 

DIAS 

MADRID 

USTED 

PERDON 

SI 

CANADIENSE 

CUBANA 

BUENOS 

SOY 

UNIT TWO: Practice 

Ex. i Write questions 

a tComo esta usted, senor? 
b tComo esta usted, senora? 
c tComo esta usted, senorita? 
d tComo esta usted, senora? 
e tComo esta usted, senor? 


Ex. 2 Fill in the blanks 

- Buenos dias, senor. tComo esta usted? 

- Estoy bien, gracias. Y usted tcomo 
esta? 

- Estoy muy bien. tComo esta su hijo? 
Ex. 3 Match answers/questions 

a tComo esta usted? - Bien, gracias. 
b tUsted es norteamericano? - No, soy 
canadiense. 

c tUsted es Luis Mendoza? - No, yo 
soy Juan. 

d t Su padre esta bien? - Si, esta muy 
bien. 

Ex. 4 Make questions 

a Ah, t como esta su esposa? 
b Ah, tcomo esta su hijo? 
c Ah, tcomo esta su hermana? 
d Ah, tcomo esta su padre? 
e Ah, tcomo esta su hija? 

Ex. 5 Fill in the blanks 

- Buenos dias. tUsted es Luis 
Fernandez? 

- No, soy Juan Fernandez. Luis 
Fernandez es mi padre. 

- Yo soy Chris Best. tComo esta usted? 

- Ah, Sr. Best, mucho gusto. tComo 
esta? 

- Estoy bien, gracias. 

Activities 

1 Write a letter to Juan Gomez 

a Estimado Sr. Gomez, 
b Yo soy ( + name). Soy ( + nationality), 
de (+ town). 

c Le saluda atentamente, (+ name) 

2 Fill in the family tree 
a Dona Sylvia, su madre. 
b Don Pedro, su padre. 

c Juan, su esposo. 
d Dolores, su hija mayor, 
e Julio, su hijo mayor, 
f Roberto, su hijo menor. 
g Anita, su hija menor. 

3 Puzzle 

/ BUENOS 
2 ES 

3 SENORA 
4 SOY 
5 SENOR 
6 BIEN 

7 USTED 

8 GRACIAS 

9 LA 
10 ALICIA 
II ES 
12 HIJA 

Chris is looking for senorita Alea. 

UNIT THREE: Practice 

Ex. i Add the numbers 

a cinco 
b ocho 
c cuatro 
d dos 
e seis 
f uno 


Ex. 2 Fill in the missing numbers 

a tres, seis, ocho 

b cuatro 

c uno, siete 

d ocho, cinco, cuatro 

Ex. 3 Unscramble the sentences 

a t Que numero es? 

b Si senor, como no. 

c Quiero una habitacion, por favor. 

d tQuiere escribir su nombre por favor? 

Ex. 4 Change the offer 

a t Puedo pasar? 

b t Puedo comer ahora? 

c t Puedo firmar aqui? 

d t Puedo pagar ahora? 

Ex. 5 Fill in the missing words 

- Buenos dias. Quiero una habitacion, 
por favor. 

- Si senor. tSu nombre, por favor? 

- James Bush. tQue numero es? 

- Habitacion 204. 

- (Muchas) gracias. 

Activities 

3 Match the names/signatures 
a. Carmen Urbiola Sanchez 

b Juan Vasquez 
c Gloria Velasquez 
d Luis Fernandez G. 

4 Match the phrases/activities 
a iv 

b iii 
c i 
d ii 

UNIT FOUR: Practice 

Ex. 1 Write questions 

a Perdon. t Donde esta la calle Goya? 
b Perdon. t Donde esta el Paseo Colon? 
c Perdon. t Donde esta la Avenida 
Juarez? 

d Perdon. t Donde esta la calle Granada? 
e Perdon. tDonde esta el Paseo de la 
Reforma? 

Ex. 2 Fill in the sentences 

a Yo soy Angel Garcia, 
b (Como esta su hijo? 
c Mi padre es de Monterrey, 
d La calle Grande es la primera a la 
derecha. 

e t Donde esta el Paseo Colon, por 
favor? 

f t Que numero es la habitacion? 

Ex. 3 Unscramble questions/answers 
a tPuede decirme donde esta la Avenida 
Diego Rivera? 

Es la primera calle a la derecha. 
b t Quiere escribir su nombre? 

Si, como no. 

c tPuede ensenarme en el piano donde 
esta la Avenida Madero? 

Si, como no. Es la primera a la 
derecha. 
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Ex. 4 Fill in the blanks 

- Perdon. (Usted es el Sr. Hernandez? 

- Si, yo soy Emilio Hernandez. 

- Ah, mucho gusto, Sr. Hernandez. Yo 
soy Chris Best. 

- Ah, Sr. Best. (Como esta usted? 

- Muy bien, gracias. (Esta aqui su hijo? 

- No, lo siento. No esta ahora. Esta en 
el Instituto. 

- Ah. (Puede decirme donde esta el 
Instituto? 

- Como no. Esta en la calle Granada. 

- Ah, muchas gracias. 

- De nada. Adios. 

Activities 

1 Addressing letters 

Srta. Dolores Gomez V., 

Avenida Corona 132, 

Guadalajara, 

Jalisco, 

Mexico. 

( your town), 12 de mayo de 1981 

rte. ( +your name and address ) 

2 Give directions in Mexico City 

1 Subo en Sevilla y bajo en Balderas. La 
Plaza de la Ciudadela esta a la 
izquierda, a dos cuadras. 

2 Subo en Balderas y bajo en Juarez. La 
Secretaria de Turismo esta a la 
izquierda, a una cuadra. 

3 Subo en Juarez y bajo en Hidalgo. La 
Alameda esta a la derecha, a una 
cuadra. 

4 Subo en Hidalgo y bajo en 
Revolucion. El Monumento a la 
Revolucion esta a la izquierda, a una 
cuadra. 

5 Subo en Revolucion y bajo en Bellas 
Artes. El Palacio de Bellas Artes esta a 
la derecha, a una cuadra. 

6 Subo en Bellas Artes y bajo en Palacio 
Nacional. El Palacio Nacional esta a la 
derecha, a una cuadra. 

UNIT FIVE: Practice 

Ex. 1 Fill in the blanks 

a Luis esta en la escuela. 
b Maria esta en el banco, 
c Pedro esta en la casa de mi hermana. 
d Ana esta en la central, 
e Dolores esta en el aeropuerto. 

Ex. 2 Write answers 
a Esta en la casa de su hermana. 
b Esta en la habitacion de su madre. 
c Estan en la escuela de su hija. 
d Esta en el hotel de su hermano. 
e Estan en la fiesta de su hermana. 


Ex. 3 Write questions/answers 

a ( Donde esta Margarita?' 

Esta en el (un) hotel, 
b (Adonde se fue Dolores? 

Se fue a una (la) fiesta, 
c ( Donde estan Luis y Pedro? 

Estan en el (un) garaje. 
d (Adonde se fue Miguel? 

Se fue al banco. 

e ( Adonde se fueron Carmen y Ana? 

Se fueron a la central, 
f ( Donde esta Juan? 

Esta en la casa de mi hermana. 
g ( Adonde se fueron Maria y Julio? 

Se fueron al aeropuerto. 

Activities 

1 Telephone conversation 

a Brr-brr. 

b Hola. (Esta la Srta. Gomez (Dolores)? 
c ( Donde esta por favor? 
d ( Puedo dejar un recado? 
e Yo soy Chris Best, 
f Muy bien, gracias. 
g Estoy en el Hotel Fenix. (Puede 
decirle que estoy aqui, por favor? 
h Muchas gracias. Adios. 

2 Signs and tickets 

a Subway d Consulate 

b Hotel e Bus 

c Bank 

UNIT SIX: Practice 

Ex. 1 Give the time 

a Son las tres y media, 
b Son las cuatro menos cuarto. 
c Son las nueve. 
d Es la una. 
e Son las doce y media, 
f Son las ocho y cuarto. 
g Es la una menos cuarto. 
h Son las doce. 
i Son las seis y cuarto. 
j Son las once. 

Ex. 2 Write questions/answers 
a ( A que hora empieza la reunion? 

A las nueve. 

b (A que hora abren el consulado? 

A las diez y media, 
c ( A que hora cierran la tienda? 

A las nueve y media, 
d ( A que hora sale el avion? 

A las cuatro y cuarto. 
e (A que hora termina el programa? 

A los doce menos cuarto. 
f ( A que hora llega el tren? 

A las dos y cuarto. 

Ex. 3 Unscramble the phrases 
a Juan llega manana por la manana a las 
diez. 

b El tren llega manana por la noche a las 
dos y media. 

c ( A que hora cierran la embajada esta 
tarde? 

d La fiesta empieza esta tarde a la seis. 
e Abren el museo manana a las once, 
f Cierran la escuela manana por la tarde 
a las cuatro y cuarto. 


Activities 

1 Flight schedules 

a Benito Juarez, 
b 9 a.m. 
c 6.45 p.m. 
d Miami, 
e 1.40 p.m. 
f 3.10 p.m. 

g 3 hours 40 min./2 hours 35 min. 
(Mexico City = Central Time, 

Caracas = Atlantic Time) 
h Mexico-Miami AM421 
Miami-Caracas VA823 

2 Advertisements 

i a University course 

b 16 July to 24 August 1981 
c Summer 

ii a Museum of modern art 

b Tuesday to Sunday, 10 to 7 
c Year-round 

iii a Opera and ballet 

b July 22 and 29, August 5, 12, 19 
c Summer 

UNIT SEVEN: Practice 

Ex. 1 Fill in the blanks 

a (Como se llaman estos? Son postales, 
b (Que es eso? Es una tortilla, 
c (Como se llama esto? Es papel. 
d (Que es eso? Son frijoles. 
e (Como se llaman esos? Son sobres. 

Ex. 2 Choose este/esta etc. 
a i Que musica es esta? 
b ( Como se llama esto? 
c ( Como se llama este plato? 
d ( Que es este idioma? 
e (Que es esto? 
f (Como se llama esta tienda? 
g ( Como es este restaurante? 
h ( Que habitacion es esta? 
i (Que idioma es este? 
j (Que hotel es este? 

Ex. 3 Match adjectives/nouns 
a La habitacion es buena. 
b El hotel es caro. 
c El tren es lento, 
d La comida es barata. 

Ex. 4 Give ratings 
a El autobus no es muy rapido. 
b La tienda Sanchez es barata. 
c El servicio en el hotel Mexico es muy 
lento. 

d La comida en el restaurante Veracruz 
es muy barata. 

Activity 

Read the menu 

Rice soup - Es sopa de arroz. Es un plato 
chino. 

Chicken soup - Es sopa de polio. Es un 
plato ingles. 

Tacos - Son tortillas con carne y 
legumbres. Es un plato mexicano. 
Canneloni - Es pasta con carne y 
tomates. Es un plato italiano. 

Potato omelette - Es tortilla de huevo con 
papas. Es un plato espanol. 

Sardinas a la plancha - Es pescado. Es un 
plato portugues. 
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Steak in red wine - Es bistec con vino 
tinto. Es un plato frances. 

Chicken Kiev - Es polio con limon. Es 
un plato ruso. 

Chili con carne - Es carne con frijoles, 
tomates y chile. Es un plato tejano. 

Bife a caballo - Es bistec con un huevo. 

Es un plato argentino. 

Kidney beans - Son frijoles. 

Tomato salad - Es ensalada de tomate. 
French fries - Son papas fritas. 

Rice - Es arroz. 

UNIT EIGHT: Practice 

Ex. i Make statements 
a Me gusta el ingles, 
b No me gustan las matematicas. 
c No me gusta el restaurante Franco, 
d Me gustan los frijoles. 
e Me gustan las naranjas de California, 
f No me gusta el vino tinto. 

Ex. 2 Match adjectives/nouns 
a camaras japonesas. 
b vino tinto. 
c naranjas de California, 
d calcetines de nilon. 
e pan de maiz. 
f trenes mexicanos. 

Ex. 3 Make questions 

a <Le gustan las camaras japonesas? 

b i Le gusta el vino tinto? 

c i Le gustan las naranjas de California? 

d i Le gustan los calcetines de nilon? 

e i Le gusta el pan de maiz? 

f i Le gustan los trenes mexicanos? 

Ex. 4 Make questions/answers 
a Juan, <le gusta el ingles? Si, me gusta, 
porque es facil. 

b Maria, le gustan las matematicas? Si, 
me gustan, porque son faciles. 
c Margarita, -lie gusta el tren? No, no 
me gusta, porque es lento, 
d Pedro, ile gustan estas naranjas? Si, 
me gustan, porque son buenas. 
e Miguel, tie gusta el hotel Fenix? No, 
no me gusta, porque es caro. 
f Senor Best, tie gusta su habitacion? 

Si, me gusta, porque es buena. 
g Ana, tie gustan los autobuses 

mexicanos? Si, me gustan, porque son 
rapidos. 

h Jorge, tie gusta el servicio en la tienda 
Raya? No, no me gusta, porque es 
lento. 

Activity 

Guadalajara - prefiero Guadalajara 
porque me gusta la musica mariachi y la 
pintura mural. Quiero comprar en los 
mercados - es una ciudad barata, y 
quiero un centro con un clima bueno. 
Baja California - no prefiero Baja 
California. Quiero un centro con interes 
cultural y vida. 


Oaxaca - prefiero Oaxaca porque me 
gustan la ceramica indigena y las ruinas 
prehispanicas. Quiero comprar en los 
mercados indios - es una ciudad barata, y 
quiero un centro con un clima bueno. 
Yucatan - prefiero Yucatan porque me 
gustan las ruinas mayas, y quiero un 
centro con un clima magnifico. 

Taxco - no prefiero Taxco porque quiero 
un centro con vida y con una playa. No 
quiero una ciudad cara, con muchos 
turistas. 

UNIT NINE: Practice 

Ex. i Make questions 

a i Tiene una habitacion con bano? 
b ? Quiere un cafe con leche? 
c i Prefiere vino tinto? 
d i Quiere pesos mexicanos? 
e i Tiene un jugo de limon? 
f i Prefiere camisas de nilon? 

Ex. 2 Match the phrases 
a c Puede decirme donde esta el banco? 
b i Puedo comer aqui? 
c i Quiero una habitacion con bano. 
d i Quiere escribir su nombre? 

Ex. 3 Fill in the blanks 
a Quiero un bistec . . . No, no me 
gustan las papas. Prefiero arroz . . . 
cHay (tiene) jugos? . . . cPuede 
traerme un jugo de naranja? 
b dTiene una habitacion? . . . Quiero 
(Prefiero) una habitacion con bano . . . 
iQue numero es? . . . i Puedo subir 
ahora? 

Activity 

Buenos dias, i tiene camisas por favor? 

„ Las camisas de nilon son baratas? 
Prefiero estas, las camisas de nilon. 
Buenos dias, ctiene vino por favor? cEl 
vino tinto es barato? Prefiero este, el vino 
tinto. 

Buenos dias, ctiene cerveza por favor? 
c La cerveza clara (oscura) es barata? 
Prefiero esta, la cerveza clara (oscura). 
Buenos dias, tiene camaras por favor? 
cLas camaras japonesas son baratas? 
Prefiero estas, las camaras japonesas. 
Buenos dias, ctiene cafe por favor? cEl 
cafe mexicano es barato? Prefiero este, el 
cafe mexicano. 

Buenos dias, ctiene naranjas por favor? 
cLas naranjas de Veracruz son baratas? 
Prefiero estas, las naranjas de Veracruz. 
Buenos dias, ctiene te por favor? El te 
indio es barato? Prefiero este, el te indio. 
Buenos dias, ctiene zapatos por favor? 
c Los zapatos de plastico son baratos? 
Prefiero estos, los zapatos de plastico. 


UNIT TEN: Practice 

Ex. i Give answers 

a Me levanto a las siete y media, 
b Desayuno a las ocho menos cuarto. 
c Salgo de casa a las ocho y cuarto. 
d El autobus llega a las ocho y media, 
e Llego al trabajo a las nueve. 
f Almuerzo a la una y media, 
g Salgo de trabajo a las seis. 
h Llego a casa a las siete menos cuarto. 
i Ceno a las diez. 

j Me acuesto a las doce (a medianoche). 
Ex. 2 Say where someone has gone 
a Ana se fue al garaje. 

Se fue a comprar gasolina. 
b Pedro y Lucia se fueron al banco. 

Se fueron a cambiar unos cheques, 
c Miguel se fue al correos. 

Se fue a echar una carta, 
d Margarita se fue a la agtencia. 

Se fue a comprar el pasaje. 
e Juan y Luis se fueron a la central. 

Se fueron a hacer una reservacion. 

Ex. 3 Fill in the blanks 
a Voy al banco, 
b Salgo a las ocho. 
c Estoy muy bien. 
d Si, soy Julio, 
e Tengo la habitacion 210. 
f Si, me gustan mucho. 

Activity 

Dolores’ letter 

Dear friend, 

I’m Dolores Gomez. I’m Mexican, from 
Guadalajara. I got your address from the 
Mexican-American Institute here in 
Guadalajara because I want to write to an 
American friend. 

I’m going to tell you what a typical day 
is like here in Mexico. I always get up at 
7.30. I usually have coffee, a fried egg 
and an orange juice. 

I work in a school and start at 8.45. I 
leave home at 8 and the bus arrives at 
8.15. 

At 2 school finishes and I return home 
to have lunch. I often have soup, tomato 
salad, meat with Mexican maize bread or 
potatoes and beans, and there are always 
oranges or papaya - I like fruit very 
much. 

In the afternoon I have a nap or read a 
book, and at 5.30 I leave for the 
University, and have classes from 6 to 9 
or 10. Many students do that here; they 
work in the morning and study in the 
early evening. 

Later in the evening I go to a 
restaurant with my friends to have dinner 
or to listen to records and talk. I return 
home at 11 or 11.30, and I usually go to 
bed at midnight. 

Well that’s a typical day in Guadalajara 
- would you write and tell me what a 
typical day is like in the United States? 

Sincerely yours, 

Dolores Gomez 
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LIMITED 90 DAY WARRANTY 

ATARI® PROGRAM CASSETTES 

ATARI, INC. ("ATARI”) warrants to the original consumer purchaser that this ATARI Pro¬ 
gram Cassette (not including computer programs) shall be free from any defects in material 
or workmanship for a period of 90 days from the date of purchase. If a defect covered by 
this warranty is discovered during this 90 day warranty period, and you have timely 
validated this warranty, ATARI will repair or replace the Cassette, at ATARI'S option, provid¬ 
ed the cassette and proof of date of purchase is delivered or mailed, postage prepaid, to an 
authorized ATARI Service Center. 


This warranty shall not apply if the Cassette (i) has been misused or shows signs of ex¬ 
cessive wear, (ii) has been damaged by playback equipment or while being used with any 
products not supplied by ATARI, or (iii) if the purchaser causes or permits the Cassette to be 
serviced or modified by anyone other than an authorized ATARI Service Center. Any ap¬ 
plicable implied warranties, including warranties of merchantability and fitness, are hereby 
limited to 90 days from the date of purchase. Consequential or incidental damages resulting 
from a breach of any applicable express or implied warranties are hereby excluded. 

NOTICE 


All ATARI computer programs are distributed on an "as is" basis without warranty of any 
kind The entire risk as to the quality and performance of such programs is with the pur¬ 
chaser Should the programs prove defective following their purchase, the purchaser^and 
not the manufacturer, distributor, or retailer assumes the entire cost of all necessary servic- 
~ing or repair. 


ATARI shall have no liability or responsibility to a purchaser, customer, or any other per¬ 
son or entity with respect to any liability, loss, or damage caused or alleged to be caused, 
directly or indirectly, by computer programs sold by ATARI. This includes, but is not limited 
to, any interruption of service, loss of business or anticipatory profits, or consequential 
damages resulting from the use or operation of such computer programs. 


The provisions of the foregoing warranty are subject to the laws of the state in which the 
Cassette is purchased. Such laws may broaden the warranty protection available to the pur¬ 
chaser of the Cassette. 
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A Warner Communications Company 
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ATARI® 

CONVERSATIONAL FOREIGN LANGUAGES 


The digital counter on your Program Recorder is an aid 
designed to help you return to a particular location on a pro¬ 
gram cassette. At the start of a tape, set the counter to 000 by 
pressing the tape counter reset button on the Program 
Recorder. Make a note of the counter number each time you 
see the instruction PRESS RETURN TO LOAD NEXT SEC¬ 
TION. This marks the point at which a new section begins. If 
an error message appears while you are loading a section, you 
can then easily return to the loading point for that section, us¬ 
ing the digital counter as a guide. 


You may find it convenient to chart the counter numbers as 
shown in the example below. An additional aid would be to 
write down the counter numbers in that particular place in 
your lesson book. 


Cassette 

Side 

Counter 

Number 

A 

i 

ooo 

Pi 

V 

i n v 

pi 

l 



at first loading point 
at second loading point 
at third loading point 


Rewind the tape slightly beyond the desired number; for in¬ 
stance, rewind to, say, 165 to reach 171. Counter calibration 
may vary from one Program Recorder to another. 


Refer to the ATARI BASIC Reference Manual for a complete 
list of error messages. Following are three of the messages 
that are often encountered: 


Cassette Side 


Counter 

Number 


Cassette 


Side 


130 Nonexistent Device 
138 Device Timeout 

143 Serial Bus Data Frame Checksum Error 


Counter 

Number 
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